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only Liebknecht a visionary and Rosa Luxemburg a woman were
dangerous.
They had two courses—either to join in the orgy of abdication
and let events take their course., or join the revolution and destroy
its menace by leading it. They took th,e latter. On the anti-revolu-
tionary side no one made any difficulties; the cabinet was only
too glad to be relieved of responsibility, particularly on the terms
offered. To their leader,, Friedrich Ebert, the last Imperial
Chancellor of the Hohenzollern said: "I commend the German
Reich to your loving care/' and Ebert replied: "For that Reich
I have lost two sons."
In the evening it was announced to the nation that Socialist
unity had been achieved, and that a Council of People's Com-
missaries ruled Germany, Greatly to Eberfs annoyance, Phillip
Scheidemann, his most intimate associate, had been carried
away by the popular enthusiasm, and had settled one burning
question out of hand by proclaiming the German Republic.
Ebert had felt that even that step the Council had no right to
take; it ought to have been left to a properly constituted authority
and not been taken by a revolutionary junta.
It is important to realize the full implications of Ebert's policy.
The assumption of power in such circumstances was an act of
courage and patriotism which only the Bolshevik has any right
to censure. There is no justification of any kind for the cowardly
and mendacious attacks now delivered upon it by the very men
who more than probably owe their present continuance in life
to it. He seized power to save Germany, not to save the revolution;
the gratitude of the saved country—and there was no one else
in it who had either the courage or the power to save it—is a
sad commentary on the malevolent ignorance of the present
self-constituted leaders of Germany. Having assumed power,
he consolidated it by inviting the co-operation of the Independents,
an act that looked much more magnanimous than it was, for
if that co-operation was not secured Ebert and his colleagues
could have done no more than join the rest of the abdicators.
But he made the conditions of co-operation clear on one point.
There was to be no Leninist dictatorship; there was to be a

